Richard Merkin, M.D.

President and CEO Heritage Provider Network  
Richard Merkin has more than 30 years of experience in the health care field.  He has specific expertise in the development and administration of managed health care systems. As the founder of Heritage Provider Network established in 1996, Dr. Merkin develops clinically focused networks to bring efficient and quality driven systems to the communities in which it operates by working with physicians and physician organizations, hospitals and integrated delivery systems, health plans, public and community-based health care entities, and other health care professionals.  His leadership has inspired the formation of over 25 group models and IPA structures in California and New York.

Dr. Merkin is a sought-after healthcare expert serving on the Advisory Board for the Chairman of the Assembly Subcommittee on Health.  He is the Chair for the California Blue Ribbon Commission on Health Plan Integrity, and is on the board of the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Task Force for Medical and Mental Health.  He is a member of the board of the California Association of Physician Groups.

Dr. Merkin is on the Board of Trustees at the California Institute of Technology. He is a co-founder of Fastercures and serves on the Board of the California Center Advisory Council. He founded the Heritage Medical Research Institute, a non-profit medical research corporation emphasizing health care quality and outcomes studies.  As a health care leader Dr. Merkin also formed an advisory board based in Washington DC to evaluate the current systems of disease prevention, research, development and treatment, identify barriers to efficiency in those systems and produce action plans to improve the existing systems.  He established the Richard Merkin Foundation for stem cell research at the Broad Institute.  Dr. Merkin is the recipient of the prestigious Marquis Award for Health Care Excellence.  He was invited to participate in the Jackson Hole Group, a nationally renowned healthcare think tank.  He is the founder of the locally based Executive Health Coalition creating a unified effort toward implementing positive health care programs.  He has lectured as an invited speaker at conferences in the U.S. and abroad.  

Through these diversified health care leadership roles, Dr. Merkin has acquired an experience base that includes the full range of activities associated with the development and management of health care organizations.  Dr. Merkin’s expertise encompasses not only the technical development of structures, policies, procedures and practices, but also the education and support of the physicians and staff who must implement and manage these processes.

Outside of healthcare, Dr. Merkin is involved in educational, economic and financial endeavors.  He is on the board of advisors for the Asia Society Southern California and has been on the Mayor’s Executive Committee for Los Angeles. A strong advocate for education, Dr. Merkin is on the boards of The Alliance for College-Ready Public Schools, EdVoice and of the office of the Education Master Plan, organizations dedicated to helping the California Educational System.  The Richard Merkin Middle School opened its doors September 2006 in the city of Los Angeles and is committed to bringing first rate education to an under-served area. Dr. Merkin is a Vision Circle member on the X Prize Foundation and is on the Board of United Friends of the Children which serves the growing population of foster youth and their special needs.  In addition, he is on the board of Trustees for the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) and Sierra Nevada College.  

Dr. Merkin contributes to numerous non-profit philanthropic organizations such as the Puente Learning Center, the Boys and Girls Clubs of America, Math for America and many others.  He is the Founder of the Los Angeles Jewish Symphony dedicated to providing music education to children and he is on the board of the overseers of the Los Angeles Philharmonic.
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